Position Statement of [Your Name]
Case Details
Case Number: [Your Case Number]
Court: [The name of the court, e.g., The Family Court at London]
Applicant: [Name of the Applicant]
Respondent: [Name of the Respondent]
For the FHDRA/ Directions hearing listed on: [Date of hearing, e.g., 23 September 2025]
1. Introduction and Purpose
1.1. I, [Your Full Name], am the [state your relationship to the child/children, e.g., mother/father] of the children, [Child's Name] (born [Date of Birth]) and [Child's Name] (born [Date of Birth]).
1.2. I have prepared this statement in accordance with the principles of the Children Act 1989 and the relevant Practice Directions, [including those concerning domestic abuse]
1.3. This statement details my perspective on the necessary steps to secure a safe and stable future for our children. I am committed to this process and to ensuring the court has all the information required to safeguard our children.
2. Background and Relevant Facts
2.1. The children and I have lived with [Other Party's Name] until [Date]. I have now separated from [Other Party's Name].
2.2. Since the separation, the following events have occurred:
* [List key events in chronological order. Describe the actions and their impact on the children, e.g., There have been repeated attempts to contact the children and I, which have caused distress and fear as evidenced by Child 1 stating “Statement” or exhibiting [emotional/ aggressive/ fearful behaviour] after contact.
* [If relevant, describe any concerns that have arisen regarding communication, or any changes in behaviour from the other party].
3. Issues and My Position
3.1. The key issue for this hearing is to determine the arrangements that will ensure the children's safety and well-being, specifically in relation to [e.g., where the children will live and contact with the other parent].
3.2. My position is that the children's welfare requires a protective framework for all future arrangements. I seek orders that ensure the children are safe from harm and that their relationship with both parents remains stable and secure.
3.3. I have considered the ‘Welfare Checklist’ and respectfully request that the following matters must be addressed:
1. Any harm which the children have suffered or are at risk of suffering: I submit that our children have been exposed to and are at risk of further harm. I refer to the Domestic Abuse Commissioner’s report, which highlights that children are victims of domestic abuse in their own right when they see, hear, or experience the effects of abuse. I am requesting that the court to investigate and make findings regarding the behaviour that has caused this harm.
2. The children's physical, emotional and educational needs: The children require a stable and secure home environment that protects their emotional well-being. My proposals are designed to meet these needs, ensuring continuity in their schooling and access to emotional support.
3. I am committed to meeting all of the children’s needs, including facilitating a secure and safe relationship with [Other Party's Name]
4. Orders I Am Seeking
4.1. I respectfully ask the court to consider the following orders, which I believe are necessary to protect our children's welfare:
1. A Child Arrangements Order for Residence: That the children live with me on a full-time basis.
2. A Child Arrangements Order for Contact: That all contact with the other party be supervised at a neutral location until a full risk assessment can be completed and the court is satisfied that the children would not be at risk of harm.
3. Directions for a Fact-Finding Hearing: I believe a fact-finding hearing is required to determine the issues outlined in my statement and the associated documents.
Signed: [Your Signature]
Name: [Your Name Printed]
Date: [Date]
